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Examination of Efficient Capture Method in Sika Deer (Cervus nippon) Using Foot Snare Traps. KUWANO Yasumitsu, Koji
NARAZAKI and Koichi IKEDA (Fukuoka Agricultural and Forestry Research Center, Chikushino, Fukuoka 818-8549, Japan)
Bull Fukuoka Agrec.For.Res.Cent. 5:62-67 (2019)

The purpose of this study is to improve the capture efficiency of sika deer (Cervus nippon), which has a serious impact on
agriculture, forestry and forest ecosystems. We performed capture tests using three types of traps, combining attractive bait or
obstacles with a foot snare. The hurdle-style setting method, in which obstacles (height 20 to 30 cm) such as fallen trees are placed
on the deer trail and a foot snare is set at the end (distance 30 cm from the obstacle), was the most effective. The capturing
efficiency was 1.14-2.43 times that of only a foot snare (control). On the other hand, a trap combining attractive bait and a foot
snare was not effective compared with the control. These results suggest that it is necessary to improve the relative positions of the
attractive bait and the foot snare. The hurdle-style setting method does not call for any special technique or materials. Thus even
inexperienced catchers can use it immediately and this method will contribute to an increase in the number of captures.
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