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Development of New Midwinter Cropping Type of ‘Amaou’ Strawberry. OBU Koichi, Koichiro Oku, Koji MizukAMI and
Keiko INOUE (Fukuoka Agriculture and Forestry Research Center, Chikushino, Fukuoka 818-8549,Japan) Bull. Fukuoka Agric. For.
Res. Cent. 2:34-40 (2016)

We developed a new midwinter cropping type of ‘Amaou’ strawberry for which only the first fruit cluster is harvested from
December to February by high-density planting at 15,000 stocks/10a in mid to late September.

Small paper pots suitable for dense planting with soil volume of 130mL containing nursery plants were planted without removing
pots. Yield was comparable to that using conventional nursery plant pots. Using white plastic mulch with mulching before planting,
soil temperatures were lower than that for black plastic mulch, but yield in high temperature years was higher than for black mulch.
By planting small paper pots containing nursery plants at a high density of 15,000 stocks/10a into fields with mulching before
planting by white plastic mulch, yield was 3.0t/10a from December to February.

The new cropping type is expected to be profitable. If the new type 10a is introduced in combination with conventional cropping
20a, it can be done without increasing workforce, because harvesting will finish by February, and therefore working hours in late
March busy season will not increase.

[Key words: strawberry, dense planting, small paper pot, white plastic mulch, working hours]
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