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Adaptability of New Japanese Pear Cultivars ‘Rinka’ and ‘Kanta’ to Fukuoka Prefecture. WATANABE Tatsuhiko,
Akira IsHizaka, Kazunori MaTsumoto, Kosaku UsHuiMA and Minoru KuwaHArRA(Fukuoka Agriculture and Forestry Research
Center, Chikushino, Fukuoka 818-8549, Japan) Bull. Fukuoka Agric. For. Res. Cent.1:27-32(2015)

‘Rinka’ and ‘Kanta’ are new Japanese pear cultivars (Pyrus pyrifolia Nakai) made public in 2013 by the National Institute of Fruit
Tree Science, National Agriculture and Food Research Organization (Ibaraki, Japan). This study examined the adaptability of ‘Rinka’
and ‘Kanta’ to Fukuoka Prefecture. Both cultivars exhibited abundant spurs. The harvest date of ‘Rinka’” was between that of ‘Hosui’
and ‘Kosui’, with yield performance similar to the latter. Its fruit weight was 450 g, greater than that of ‘Kosui’. Taste was good, with
low firmness and soluble solids concentration similar to those of ‘Kosui’. It exhibited moderate fruit drop, resulting in less labor required
for fruit thinning. The harvest date and yield performance of ‘Kanta’ were similar to those of ‘Niitaka’. Its fruit weight was about 580
g, lighter than that of “Niitaka’. Its taste was superior, with lower firmness and higher soluble solids concentration than that of ‘Niitaka’.
‘Rinka’ and ‘Kanta’ are promising pear cultivars of high quality raised under the warm growing conditions found in Fukuoka Prefecture.

[Key words: Japanese pear, ‘Rinka’, ‘Kanta’, fruit quality, adaptability]
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