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Influence of Fattening Periods on Productivity in Crossbred Steers. KOGA Tetsuya, Osamu GoT0O, Yoshinori
HIrRASHIMA, Shigeru Tokumitsu (Fukuoka Agric. Res. Cent., Chikushino, Fukuoka 818-8549, Japan)} Bull. Fukuoka
Agric. Res. Cent. 17:154-157 (1997)

Fourteen crossbred steers (Japanese Black X Holstein) were divided into two groups based on the fattening peri-
ods ; group-23 was slaughtered at 23 months old and group-25 at 25 months old. Their feed was diet of 75% TDN
and 15% roughage from the 9th month to the 14th month,then 80% TDN and 13% roughage from the 15th month
to the end. The final body weight of group-23 was 687kg,while one of the steers in group-25 was 733kg. But a
group-25 was inferior to group-23 in the amount of TDN requirment for growth. During the period from 23 to 25
months old, the steers’' lipid ratios increased,and the carcass characteristics of group-25 showed marbling
superior to that of group-23. The carcass market evaluated group-25 to be of superior quality to group-23. Group-
25 required a larger investment in terms of expenses, but it was paid off by the higher bid it gained. These results
suggest that the age for slaughtering crossbred steers should be at 25 months old.
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