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The Apple Snail's preference and feeding behavior for rice seedlings and vegetable crops. FUKUSHIMA
Yusuke, Shin-ichiro NAKAMURA and Nozomu FuiiyosHl (Fukuoka Agricultural Research Center, Chikushino
Fukuoka 818-8549, Japan) Bull. Fukuoka Agric. Res. Cent.17:32-35 (1998)

In order to pursue the possibility of controlling apple snail damage on rice seedlings, the preferences and feed-
ing behavior of the apple snail by using vegetables as attractants in rice fields were investigated.

The apple snails showed higher preferences for specific vegetables, such as melons,watermelons, lettuce, egg-
plants and tomatoes,rather than rice seedlings. A larger number of apple snails were observed adhering to and feed-
ing on those vegetables than rice seedlings when rice seedlings and vegetables were simultaneously placed in one
container.The apple snails recognized their preferred food in a relatively short time, or moved to the food they were
attracted to more frequently.Additionally, the apple snails adhered to and feed on melons and eggplants for clear-
ly longer time period than on rice seedlings.

Therefore, it was suggested that placing vegetables in rice fields would attract the apple snails and contribute
to the possibility of controlling apple snail damage on rice seedlings.

[Key words: the apple snail, rice seedling, preference, vegetable, feeding behavior]
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